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Cuba.

I toured the two main radio stations
in Havana — Radio Rebelde and Radio
Havana. Both have Internet access to
multiple global news sources including
CNN, Reuters, the Associated Press
and BBC with several newscasters
pulling stories for public broadcast.

More than 90 municipalities in Cuba
have their own locally run radio sta-
tions, and journalists report local news
from every province.

During the course of several hours
at each station, I was interviewed on the air about media
consolidation and censorship in the U.S. and was able
to ask journalists about censorship in Cuba as well.

Of the dozens I interviewed, all said that they have
complete freedom to write or broadcast any stories they
choose. This was a far cry from the Stalinist media sys-
tem so often depicted by U.S. interests.

Nonetheless, it did became clear that Cuban journal-
ists share a common sense of a continuing counter-rev-
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in Cuba.

to cover the

positive aspects

of socialism
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years.

Ricardo Alarcon, president of the
National Assembly, discussed bias in
the U.S. media.

“How often do you see Gore Vidal
interviewed on the U.S. media?” he
asked.

Vidal has recently said that the U.S.
is in its “worst phase in history.”

“Perhaps Cuba uses corporate news
to excess,” he said, “Cuban journalists
need to link more to independent news
sources in the U.S.”

Alarcon went on to say that Cuba allows CNN, AP and
the Chicago Tribune to maintain offices in Cuba, but
that the U.S. refuses to allow Cuban journalists to work
in the United States.
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