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1818 General Nathaniel Lyon was born in Ashford, Connecticut. As commander of the
federal arsenal here, his troops captured the pro-southern militia encampment at Camp
Jackson, which led to a violent confrontation in the streets of the city. He took his forces
to Boonville, and beat the state militia, securing the Missouri River for the Union. Lyon
was killed at the battle of Wilson's Creek.
1826 The Catholic Church established the Diocese of St. Louis. At the time, the diocese
covered an area from the western half of Illinois to the Rocky Mountains and from
Canada to the southern Arkansas border. It was made an archdiocese in 1847, and Peter
Kenrick became the first archbishop. Today, the diocese covers the city and ten nearby
counties.
1875 St. Louis' first professional team, the Brown Stockings, was gaining national
acclaim. On their first eastern trip, they had won six straight, including a 5-1 victory over
the vaunted New York Mutuals. The Globe-Democrat reported that the Mutuals were at a
bit of a disadvantage, "Booth being sick and Hallinan being drunk."
1910 The last cable car slots in St. Louis were being blasted from the streets on
Maryland and Boyle Avenues. The Suburban Railroad first used cable cars here in 1886.
They appeared on the busy Olive line in 1890. Trolleys replaced the cable cars on Olive
in 1901.
1914 Bob Burnes was born. “The Benchwarmer” joined the Globe-Democrat in 1935
and became sports editor in 1943. His column ran from 1945 to 1986. He first appeared
on KMOX in 1953, and became the first host of Sports Open Line.
1936 It hit 108 degrees, the hottest day of the worst heat wave in St. Louis history. It
was the sixth straight day where the temperature rose over 100 degrees, and the tenth day
out of eleven with 100-plus temperatures. Later, there would be seven more. 139 people
had already died. The heat eventually killed at least 421 people.
1953 Enos Slaughter of the Cardinals was the hero in the All-Star game at Cincinnati.
The catch he made off Harvey Kuenn's sinking liner is acknowledged as one of the finest
in All-Star history.
1954 The mercury here hit 115 degrees--The hottest reading ever recorded in St. Louis.
The 115-degree reading was recorded at Lambert Field. It was 112 degrees downtown.
Many businesses closed before noon. 28 People died from the heat that day alone. The
city water works reported a record output of 279.3 million gallons, more than double the
normal usage.
1964 Two civil rights activists climbed the north leg at the construction site of the
Gateway Arch. Percy Green and Richard Daly climbed 100 feet up the leg to dramatize
their complaint of job discrimination at the job site. Green established the Action

Committee to Improve Opportunities for Negroes or ACTION. The civil rights group
made the Veiled Prophet organization a frequent target.
1965 Adlai Stevenson died at the age of 65. The former Illinois Senator had been the
Democratic presidential nominee in 1952 and 1956.
1966 Governor Warren Hearnes declared all 114 counties in Missouri disaster areas as
St. Louis sweltered through the fifth straight day of 100-degree-plus temperatures. A
scandal erupted as UE continued to shut off power to large sections of the city. Some
claimed the poor were being affected the most.
1967 The final stretch of Interstate-55 south of downtown was opened to traffic,
completing the link from Jefferson County to downtown.
1969 Bob Dylan made a surprise appearance with "The Band" at the Mississippi River
Rock Festival at SIU Edwardsville. Dylan, in cowboy garb, performed three songs.
1972 The Rams and the Colts made an epic trade. They swapped entire franchises. Colts
owner Carroll Rosenbloom traded the Baltimore team to Robert Irsay for the Rams.
1980 The death toll from the 12-day heat wave was nearing 100. The temperature hit
103, the hottest day of the heatwave so far. City Hospital and the Morgue were running
out of room for the bodies. The next day, the high hit 107.
1992 Axl Rose of Guns n Roses returned to St. Louis over a year after the riot at
Riverport. He was arraigned on assault charges stemming from the July 2nd riot after
slipping past fans, photographers and DJ's who had surrounded the county courthouse in
Clayton. A judge would order Rose to pay $50,000 to five local social service
organizations.
1993 The Highway 24 bridge at Quincy was closed due to the flood, severing the only
Mississippi bridge remaining on a 220-mile stretch of river between Iowa and St. Louis.
President Clinton said he would ask Congress for $2.48 billion in immediate disaster
relief for the Midwest.
2003 Pope John Paul II named St. Louis Archbishop Justin Rigali as the new Archbishop
of Philadelphia. Rigali was installed as the Archbishop of St. Louis on March 15, 1994.
The close friend of Pope John Paul II welcomed him to St. Louis on January 26 and 27,
1999. Rigali worked in the Vatican for about 30 years.

