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1791 John O’Fallon was born in Louisville. O’Fallon made a fortune as a merchant,
banker and president of two railroads. He gave much of his money away, and donated
huge tracts of land to the city, St. Louis University and Washington University. His
estate was acquired by the city and is now O’Fallon Park. Two railroad towns were
named for him, O’Fallon, Missouri and O’Fallon, Illinois.
1796 Joseph Chartrand of St. Charles received a land grant to operate a Missouri River
ferry. It was to be bordered by "A passage for inhabitants crossing into St. Charles." The
passage developed into the St. Charles Road. It was rocked in 1865, and has been known
as the St. Charles Rock Road ever since. (Even though it has been a paved highway since
1921)
1837 The first Missouri statehouse to be located in Jefferson City burned to the ground.
Many important documents detailing the early history of the state were lost.
1921 50 prominent St. Louis businessmen announced the formation of a Missouri branch
of the National Association Against Prohibition. They denounced it as "A political
heresy and an assault on the liberties of the people."
1927 A violent bootleggers war here appeared to be flaring up again. Men in a speeding
car at O’Fallon and High Streets gunned down the fifth victim in less than a week in
broad daylight. The victim was a baker, known to be friendly with one of the gangs.
1931 The Globe-Democrat reported that the County Highway Department would use
manpower wherever possible instead of labor-saving machinery on construction projects.
Engineer Roy Jablonski hoped the move would help put more men to work.
1942 Bob Hope and his troupe were in St. Louis. Hope performed at Jefferson Barracks
to promote the movie, Road to Morrocco. The screening was believed to be the first
premiere of a movie at an army post. The night before, Hope took the stage before
10,000 cheering troops in a hangar at Scott Field.
1951 The Missouri State Highway Commission approved a master plan for expressway
development in St. Louis City and County. The plan called for construction of 163 miles
of expressways, to be known as the Mark Twain (I-70), The Ozark, (US 66, now I-44)
and the Daniel Boone (US 40, now I-64). Construction on the first stretch, I-70 in St.
Charles, would begin in 1956.
1953 The Browns officially ceased to exist, as the new Baltimore ownership officially
changed their name to the Baltimore Orioles. The Milwaukee Brewers moved to St.
Louis and became the Browns in 1902. St. Louis was soon known as “First in shoes, first
in booze and last in the American League. The Browns finished dead last 14 times and in
seventh place 12 times. The Brownies won their only pennant in 1944.

1953 KSD-TV announced plans to bring color television to St. Louis by the first of the
year. General Manager George Burbach said the station hoped to broadcast the Rose
Parade in color. He admitted that there were probably only about a half-dozen color sets
in St. Louis.
1955 Representatives from two-thirds of the 96 municipalities in St. Louis County met to
urge adoption of a uniform 30 miles-per-hour speed limit. They called the current hodgepodge of speed limits "chaotic." They cited the example of Natural Bridge, where the
speed limits ranged from 20 to 45 miles per hour.
1965 St. Louisans heard their first airborne radio traffic report. Police Captain Don
Miller reported from the KSD traffic copter. Robert Hyland soon wooed Miller over to
KMOX.
1965 Workers for Sachs Electric finished the last work on the top of the Arch. They
installed six lightning rods and the aircraft warning light.
1973 The Board of Aldermen took the first financial step towards construction of a
convention center. The board approved $3,775,000 for site preparation and foundation
work.
1996 Broadcaster Gus Kyle died of heart disease at the age of 75. The original Blues
color commentator on KMOX was known for calling an exciting game “a real
barnburner.” Kyle said when he was growing up in Saskatchewan; barns were the only
big structures on the prairie. So it was a big event when one burned.
1997 President Clinton came to St. Louis. The President was here for a $1,000 per
person reception at the Fox Theatre and a $5,000 reception to raise money for Jay
Nixon's Senate campaign.
1999 Thousands of screaming teenaged girls packed the Kiel Center for a concert by the
Backstreet Boys. The show had been sold out for months.

